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This Act also repealed an earlier Ordinance (No. 14 of 1856)
relating to the importation of foreign reprints of books into the
Colony. There were no provisions in this Ordinance, however,
relating to the deposit of books.
The Act of 1896 remained in force for one year only. It was
then repealed and superseded by the Copyright Act of 1897,1
which Act took effect from 31 August 1897. This Act amended
the law of copyright generally, and re-enacted the provisions of
s. 11 of the Act of 1896 practically without amendment. One
trifling alteration was that the word *'first" was added so that the
first sentence of the provision relating to deposit should read
"every book which shall first be published in this Colony." The
Act of 1897 remained in force until it was repealed and super-
seded by the passing of the Union Act of 1916.
TRANSVAAL
The law as to compulsory deposit in Transvaal was contained
in the Act of 1887.2 This was an Act for the Regulation of Copy-
right, and it provided a system of copyright in the Colony, which
was then known as the South African Republic. The Act provided
that:
Art. 10. The copyright in respect of a work published by means of
printing lapses if the author (or his assign), the publisher, or printer,
do not lodge with the Registrar of Deeds, within two months after the
issue, three copies of the work, all autographically signed on the title
page, or, in default thereof, on the cover.
Art. 11. The Registrar of Deeds shall give the depositor or de-
positors a dated certificate of receipt. Of these certificates duplicates
shall be kept in his department in a register which everybody may
inspect, free of charge, and of which he may at his own cost obtain an
extract or copy.
The above Act was approved on 23 May 1887 and, although
published on the first of June, it did not become operative until
three months after its publication. Copyright could not be se-
cured in a work published before the Act came into force unless
within six months three copies of the work were deposited with
the Registrar of Deeds. The Act further provided:
Art. 20. No copyright of a work published by means of printing
1 No. 17 of 1897, passed on 29 May 1897.
8 No. 2 of 1887.